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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS. 


Lady  and  Gtent  lemon. 


I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  and  sanitary  conditions  in  your  Borough  for  the  year  1958  and  \7hich 
is  arranged  in  accordance  with  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  22/58. 

Staff . There  were  no  staff  changes  in  1958* 


Births . 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


The  birth  rate  for  1958  was  13*25  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  14.59  in  1957. 

The  rate  for  urban  districts  in  the  County  was  16.61  and  for 
the  whole  County  16.05. 

There  were  two  still  births  being  6.4$  of  live  births  and  this 
compares  with  1 in  1957,  a rate  of  2.9$.  In  the  urban  areas  this 
rate  was  1.0$  and  in  the  whole  County  2.1$ 

There  were  two  illegitimate  births  being  6.1$  of  total  births 
compared  with  a rate  of  2.9$  in  1957*  In  the  urban  areas  this 
rate  was  5*4$  and  in  the  whole  County  3.8$. 

Infant  Mortality. 

There  were  no  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  in  1958  as 
was  the  case  in  1957*  The  rate  for  the  urban  districts  was  24 
per  1,000  and  in  the  whole  County  it  was  25  per  1,000  live  births. 


Deaths . 


There  were  36  deaths  from  all  causes.  This  gives  a rate  of 
15*38  per  1,000  population  compared  with  12,02  in  1957*  The  rate 
in  the  urban  areas  was  12.22  and  in  the  whole  County  12.59* 

There  was  one  death  from  tuberculosis. 


) 


National  Assistance  Act  1947  - Section  47 


No  action  was  taken  under  this  section.  This  section  provides 
for  the  removal  of  people  who  are  living  in  insanitary  surroundings  and 
are  not  taking  proper  care  of  themselves  nor  are  they  receiving  such 
care  from  other  persons.  Such  action  is  sometimes  taken  in  the  case 
of  elderly  people  and  it  is  done  in  an  attempt  to  take  care  of  these 
people.  Obviously  the  method  of  choice  in  caring  for  the  elderly  is  in 
their  own  homes  with  their  own  furniture  and  dearly  loved  possessions 
about  them.  These  people  often  live  in  sub-standard  houses  where  the 
rent  is  low.  Many  of  them  enjoy  the  service  provided  by  the  home  helps, 
who  clean  their  homes  and  do  the  shopping  and  often  cook  the  meals. 

But  when  we  become  old  we  often  become  difficult  and  sometimes 
these  elderly  folk  become  suspicious  of  anything  we  want  to  do  for  them 
and  then  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  take  action  under  section  47 • I 
am  very  glad  to  say  that  so  far  in  Llanidloes  I have  not  found  it  necessary 
to  take  this  action. 

T/ater  Supplies. 

Plans  were  drawn  up  by  the  consulting  engineers  to 
instal  filtration  plant  at  Glynbrochan  Farm  on  the  water  main  coming 
down  to  the  town  from  the  reservoir.  And  also  plans  were  made  to  renew 
in  larger  size  some  of  the  distribution  mains  in  the  town,  and  work  on 
this  scheme  will  start  in  1959«  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  Borough  will 
then  be  supplied  with  a bacteriologically  safe  and  clear  water,  and  also 
that  the  higher  levels  of  the  town  will  receive  a much  better  supply  due 
to  increased  pressures. 

All  treated  samples  taken  during  1958  were  found  to 
be  bacteriologically  satisfactory. 

Sanitation. 

i 

During  heavy  rainstorms  trouble  has  been  experienced 
in  sewage  backing  up  the  sewers. 

The  sewage  farm  continues  to  be  used  to  its  best 
advantage.  On  occasion  the  River  Board  have  complained  on  the 
unsatisfactory  nature  of  the  effluent  coming  from  the  farm. 

Refuse  Collection. 


There  is  a weekly  collection  of  refuse  from  the  town 
and  the  tip  at  Cwmbelan  has  not  been  the  cause  of  any  complaints. 

Public  Conveniences. 


Detailed  plans  were  drawn  up  for  new  public 
conveniences  but  an  the  end.  of  the  year  no  suitable  site  for  them  had 
been  found. 


Slaughterhouse 


The  privately  owned  slaughterhouse  is  maintained 
satisfactorily  and  is  visited  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  every 
day  and  all  the  meat  killed  there  is  inspected* 

Housing* 

During  the  year  10  houses  on  the  Dolgwenith  site  were 
completed  and  occupied  all  from  slum  clearance  property* 

A further  10  were  in  the  course  of  construction  at  the 
end  of  the  year* 

As  part  of  the  slum  clearance  programme  the  demolition  of 
13  houses  in  Church  Square  was  carried  out. 


As  in  past  years  Mr.  Jones  and  Mr.  Williams  have  been  most 
valuable  colleagues  and  I would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  to  then 
for  all  their  ready  help  and  co-operation. 

The  members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  are  interested 
in  the  health  and  well  being  of  the  citizens  of  the  town  and  are 
consistent  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  a good  standard  of  living  in 
the  Borough. 


I am,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Members, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


AMELIA  EVANS 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


(Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Mid-year  Estimate) 


m*L 

1221 

Area  in  acres 

617 

617 

Populat ion 

2,340 

2,330 

Rateable  Value 

£18,492 

£18,334 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 

£69.11. 8d. 

£66.  4.  7* 

LIVE  BIRTHS 

im 

1957 

Male#  Female. Total. 

Male .Female.  Total. 

Legitimate 

15  14  29 

18  15 

33 

Illegitimate 

2 2 

1 

1 

Total 

15  16  31 

18  16 

34 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population  ■ 

(a)  Llanidloes 

13.25 

14.59 

b 

Urban  areas  in  County 

16.61 

15.07 

(c) 

Montgomeryshire 

16.05 

15.22 

(d)  England  and  Wales 

16.40 

16.10 

Home  confinements 

1 

STILL  BIRTHS 

1958 

1957 

1 male,  1 female, 

1 male. 

both  legitimate 

Still  Birth  rate  - percentage  of 

live  births  - 

to 

Llanidloes 

6.4 

2.9 

h>) 

1 Urban  areas  in  County 

1.0 

4.1 

(c)  Montgomeryshire 

2.1 

3.8 

(d)  England  and  Wales 

2.16 

2.24 

DEATHS 

' 

i?58 

1957 

Males.  Females. Total.  Male. Females 

i.  Total 

All  ages 

15  21  56 

18  10 

28 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population 

a< 

! Llanidloes 

15.38 

12.02 

(6, 

) Urban  areas  in  County 

12.22 

11.14 

) Montgomeryshire 

12.59 

11.82 

(<3) 

1 England  and  Wales 

11*70 

11.50 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year 

195.8 

1957  ( 

Rate  per  1,000  live  births  - 
(a)  Llanidloes 

(b)  Urban  areas  in  County 

24 

30 

fc)  Montgomeryshire 

25 

22 

(d)  England  and  Wales 

22.5 

23 

Age  at  Death 

All  s 

Age  in  Years 

1958 

1957 

Male. 

Female 

* Total. 

Male. 

Female. 

Total. 

Under  1 year 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 

: 

— 

- 

5 - 

15  - 

• 

• 

— 

l 

• 

1 

25  - 

- 

- 

- 

l 

«• 

1 

35  - 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

1 

45  - 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

55  - 

1 

3 

4 

2 

2 

4 

65  - 

4 

5 

9 

5 

1 

6 

75  - 

6 

10 

16 

7 

5 

12 

85  and  over 

- 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

Total 

. 15 

21 

36 

18 

10 

28 

CAREER  OF 

PEA  TH 

1958 


1951 


Ma, le .Female.  Total . Male. Female.  Total 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm  - stomach 

lung, bronchus 
breast 
uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 


1 


1 


1 


1 


1 

5 


2 


12  3 


2 1 3 


Leukaemia 

Diabetes 


1 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (Contd.) 


7 


1938 

Mai » -F  emo  i g ..Total , 


Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  257 

Coronary  disease,  angina  1 6 7 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  - 

rther  heart  disease  3 14 

"Cher  circulatory  disease  224 

Influenza  - 

Bronchitis  - - - 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  - 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  - 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  diarrhoea  - 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  - 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  - 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  - 

Congenital  malformations  -11 

Other  defined  and  ill  defined  diseases  235 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  - 

All  other  accidents  1-1 

Suicide  - - - 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  - - 

Total  - 15  21  36 


1957 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


2 

4 


4 

8 

2 

2 


18 


10 


28 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  infectious  diseases  which  are  notifiable  are  - 
Scarlet  fever,  whooping  copgh,  acute  poliomyelitis,  measles,  diphtheria, 
dysentery,  meningococcal  infections,  acute  pneumonia,  small-pox,  acute 
encephalitis,  typhoid,  paratyphoid,  food  poisoning* 

During  the  year  one  case  of  measles  in  a girl  aged  4 was 
notified.  Seven  cases  of  whooping  cough  were  notified.  I had  however  verbal 
notifications  of  many  cases  cf  whopping  cough  most  of  which  were  of  only 
slight  severity  and  most  of  which  had  also  received  prophylatic  treatment 
against  whooping  cough  when  they  were  babies. 

One  case  of  acute  pneumonia  was  notified. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Three  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  put  on  the  register  during 


1958. 


One  was  a man  who  moved  back  into  the  Borough  having  left  in 
1956,  he  had  been  originally  notified  in  1945* 

The  others  were  new  notifications  and  both  were  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  - a man  aged  75  years  and  one  aged  58. 

One  name  was  removed  from  the  register  and  this  was  due  to  the 
death  of  the  patient.  It  was  a woman  who  was  first  notified  in  1952  when  aged 
34  and  was  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis* 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  35  notified  cases  of  tuberculosis 
living  in  the  Borough* 


B.C.G.  Vaccination  against  Tuberculosis. 


This  was  again  carried  out  at  the  Llanidloes  High  School 
in  the  Autumn  term. 

Children  aged  15  whose  parents  have  agreed  to  this  vaccination 
are  given  a small  intradermal  dose  of  tuberculin,  i.e.  they  are  Mantoux 
tested.  This  result  is  taken  after  two  days.  Those  children  who  give 
a positive  reading  have  at  some  time  had  an  infection  with  the  tuberculosis 
germ,  however  slight  it  may  have  been.  Because  of  this  previous  infection 
these  children  have  an  immunity  already  and  it  is  not  therefore  necessary 
to  vaccinate  them.  However  these  children  and  their  family  contacts  are 
invited  to  attend  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

The  children  who  give  a negative  reaction  are  vaccinated  with 
B.C.G.  and  six  weeks  later  they  are  again  Mantoux  tested  to  see  if  they 
are  now  building  up  an  immunity  to  the  disease. 

These  are  the  results  at  the  High  School,  Llanidloes,  using 
Glaxo  freeze-dried  B.C.G.  - 


Mantoux  tested 

60 

Mantoux  positive 

7 

(4  absent) 

Mantoux  Negative 

49 

B.C.G.  vaccinated 

49 

(5  absent) 

Post  B.C.G.  Mantoux  tested 

46 

Post  B.C.G.  Mantoux  positive 

36 

(l  absent) 

Post  B.C.G.  Mantoux  negative 

9 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  BOROUGH 


Ambulance.  The  local  service  consists  of  the  St.  John  Ambulance 

and  is  responsible  to  the  Ambulance  Conmixtee  of  the  County  Council 
Health  Committee.  (Telephone  No.  Llanidloes  581 ) 

Sitting-Case  Car  Service.  All  requests  should  be  made  to  the  County 
Health  Offices,  Newtown.  (Telephone  No.  Newtown  205) 

Children’s  Officer.  This  office  is  established  by  the  County  Council 
under  the  terms  of  the  Children’s  Act  1948.  The  officer  is  - 

Mr.  17. E. Jones,  County  Offices,  Welshpool. 

(Telephone  No,  V/elshpool  5109). 

Domiciliary  Midwifery  and  Home  Nursing.  The  Borough  is  served  by  Sister 
R.E. Jones,  Dudley  House,  Llanidloes.'  (Telephone  No.  244)*  Her  district  also 
covers  Cwmbelan,  Llangurig  and  Old  Hall. 

Home  Help  Service.  Applications  for  this  service  should  be  made  to  the 
Home  Help  Supervisor  - Mrs.  Rhoda  Goodwin,  County  Health  Offices,  Newtown. 
(Telephone  No.  Newtown  205). 

Hospitals.  Llanidloes  Hospital  is  in  the  Mid-Eales  Management  Committee 
area,  based  at  Aberystwyth.  The  hospital  takes  midwifery,  medical  and 
surgical  patients  and  attached  to  it  is  a wing  for  chronic  sick  patients. 


3 

Laboratory  Service.  The  local  branch  of  the  Public  Health  laboratory 
Service  is  at  the  Cardiganshire  General  Hospital,  Aberystwyth,  under 
the  direction  of  Dr.  M.N.V.Sudds.  (Telephone  No.  Aberystwyth  216) 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service.  The  County  Council  is  responsible 
for  this  service,  and  clinics  are  held  at  the  new  Clinic  near  the 
Primary  School  on  the  second  and  last  Wednesdays  of  each  month. 

Tuberculosis . This  service  is  controlled  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  The  chest  physician,  Dr.  G.O. Thomas,  holds  clinics  at  the 
local  hospital  on  the  Saturday  before  the  last  Tuesday  in  each  month, 
at  10.30  a.m.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  has  visited  the  town  at 
fairly  frequent  intervals  throughout  the  year. 

Vaccination.  Vaccination  against  small-pox  is  carried  out  by  the  local 
general  practitioners,  and  it  is  a procedure  which  is  very  much  encouraged 
among  the  mothers  of  young  babies. 

Protection  against  Diphtheria  and  Whooping  Cough. 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  local  practitioners  and  by  the  clinic 
doctor.  The  usual  series  of  injections  consists  of  three  injections  for 
whooping  cough  at  3»  4 and  5 months,  followed  by  two  for  diphtheria  at 
6 and  7 months.  A booster  dose  against  diphtheria  is  given  at  5 years. 

The  value  of  a high  rate  of  immunisation  against  diphtheria  is 
shown  by  the  following  table,  the  figures  referring  to  Wales. 


Year 

Deaths 

Notifications. 

1948 

7 

190 

1949 

1 

102 

1950 

- 

62 

1951 

1 

53 

1952 

3 

39 

1953 

- 

17 

1954 

- 

7 

1955 

- 

1 

1956 

- 

2 

1957 

Protection  against  Poliomyelitis. 

1 

With  increased  supplies  of  vaccine  from  Britain,  America 
and  Canada,  vaccinations  against  poliomyelitis  was  offered  to  any  one 
from  the  ages  of  six  months  to  25  years.  During  1958  the  response  in 
the  age  group  6 months  to  16  years  was  very  good  but  there  was 
comparatively  little  demand  for  the  vaccine  among  young  adults. 
Expectant  mothers  were  also  offered  the  vaccine.  Many  children 
received  a third  injection  and  with  the  increased  supplies  the 
procedure  now  consists  of  two  injections  at  three  weekly  intervals 
followed  by  a third  after  seven  months. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


Water  Supply.  Final  details  of  Stages  2 and  3 of  the  Water  Supply 
Improvement  Scheme  were  completed  and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government* 

Tenders  were  accepted  for  carrying  out  the  work  of 
renewing  water  mains  and  constructing  a service  reservoir  on  Allt 
Goch  and  a complete  filtration  and  chemical  dosing  plant. 

The  annual  rainfall  was  41  «1  inches,  the  lowest 
recorded  since  1947 » but  the  reservoirs  were  full  throughout  the 
year  with  an  appreciable  overflow. 

All  samples  of  treated  water  were  graded  ’excellent’. 

The  annual  consumption  was  estimated  at  41  million 
gallons,  giving  an  average  de.ily  consumption  per  head  of  population 
of  49  gallons,  which  is  very  high  for  a market  town. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  main  sever  in  Victoria  Avenue  was  dredged 
and  cleared  of  silt  and  the  Woodlands  Road  sewer  cleared  on  two  occasions 
of  blockages  caused  by  silt. 

Drains  and  sewers  were  regularly  inspected  and 

manholes  cleaned  out. 

The  sewage  farm  has  been  regularly  visited  and 
the  irrigation  areas  ploughed  and  sludge  pits  emptied  when  necessary. 

Public  Cleansing.  Weekly  collection  of  household  and  trade  refuse  has 
been  maintained  and  tipping  carried  on  at  Penpompren  and  Cefn  Mawr. 

The  number  of  premises  from  which  refuse  was  collected 
increased  by  18  to  954* 

Regular  weekly  scavenging  of  Borough  roads  has  been 

carried  out. 

SMps  and  Stalls e Regular  inspection  of  food  premises  has  been  maintained 
and  little  cause  of  complaint  found. 

The  number  of  visits  totalled  108. 

Dairies . Frequent  visits  were  made  at  the  Bryndu  Dairy,  and  the  premises 
always  found  satisfactorily  maintained. 

Two  retailers  operate  within  the  Borough,  one  selling  Tuberculin 
Tested  milk  and  the  other  Pasteurised  milk. 

Schools.  The  County  Schools  were  visited  on  15  occasions. 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA  FOR  NUISANCES 


^Inspections  made  •••••  ..•••  183 

Nuisances  found  •••••  . ....  34 

Dirty  houses  .....  1 

Drains  choked  • . • • • • . • • • 17 

Drains  defective  •••••  •••••  6 

W.C.s  defective  • ••••  • ••••  5 

Accumulations  of  refuse  •••••  • ••••  Nil 

Overcrowding  .....  .....  Nil 

Informal  notices  served  .••••  ..«••  10 

" " complied  with  «••••  18 

Statutory  notices  served  •••••  • «•••  3 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


Number  of  factories  registered  • ••••  14 

" " workshops  registered  •••••  10 

" " workplaces  registered  • ••••  Nil 

" " factory  bakehouses  •••••  3 

" " other  bakehouses  . ....  1 

" " inspections  made  •••••  63 

" " defects  and  nuisances  found  4 

'*  " " " " remedied  • 4 


Housing.  Six  two  bedroom  and  four  three  bedroom  houses  were  completed 
out  of  twenty  houses  in  the  first  stage  of  development  of  the  Dolgwenith 
housing  site  (Llangurig  Road  Fifth  Section)  and  were  used  exclusively 
for  slum  clearance  purposes. 

Negotiations  were  completed  with  the  contractor  for  the  erection 
of  a further  10  houses  for  general  need  as  the  second  stage  of  development , 
and  the  Council's  architect  was  instructed  to  prepare  plans  for  old  people's 
dwellings  and  maisonettes  in  Brook  Street. 


Markets  and  Slaughterhouses.  Two  markets  are  owned  by  the  Council  and 
one  private  slaughterhouse  is  used  daily.  Both  markets  are  inspected 
weekly  and  the  slaurhterhouse  visited  daily. 


Carcases  inspected  - 


Number  slaughtered 
" inspected 

Condemnations  - all  diseases  other  than 
tuberculosis. 

Yfaole  carcases 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 
with  disease  other  than  tuberculosis 
Tuberculosis  only  - 
Whole  carcases 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

Percentage  of  number  inspected  affected 


Cattle 

Cows 

Calves  Sheep  Pigs 

Total 

261 

- 

3 

1909 

306 

2559 

255 

mm 

3 

1937 

301 

2496 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

6 

36 

- 

- 

13 

- 

49 

14.1 

mm 

- 

.67 

1.9 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

' 


( 


' 


. 


' 


